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  380.090: Colors of Various Lamps-Restriction of Red Lights 
  380.100: Limitations on Lamps Other Than Headlamps-Flashing Signals Prohibited 
    Except On Specified Vehicles 
  380.110: Limitation On Total Lamps Lighted At One Time 
  380.120: Other Vehicles-How Lighted 
  380.130: Animal-Driven Vehicles-Lighting Requirements-Penalty 
 
  Article II. Other Vehicle Equipment 
 
Section 380.140: Other Equipment of Motor Vehicles 
  380.145: Tailgates 
  380.150: Loads Which Might Become Dislodged To Be Secured-Failure-Penalty 
  380.160: Seat Belts 
  380.170: Child Restraint System 
  380.180: Vision-Reducing Material Applied To Windshield Or Windows Without  
    Permit Prohibited-Penalty-Rules-Procedure 
  380.190: Headgear Required-Motorcycles or Motor tricycles 
  380.200: Studded Tires-Prohibited When 
  380.210: Restriction on Use Of Metal-Tired Vehicles 
  380.220: Passengers In Trucks 
  380.230: Altering Passenger Motor Vehicle By Raising Front or Rear of Vehicle  
    Prohibited, When-Bumpers Front and Rear Required, When Certain  
    Vehicles Exempt 
  380.240: Use of Jake Brake Prohibited 
  380.250: Loud Sound Amplification Systems Prohibited 
 



 xx 

Mount Vernon City Code 
 

CHAPTER 385:  BICYCLES AND MOTORIZED BICYCLES 
 
Section 385.010: Bicycle and Motorized Bicycle-Defined 
  385.020: Brakes Required 
  385.030: Lights and Reflectors-When Required-Standards To Be Met 
  385.040: Rights and Duties of Bicycles and Motorized Bicycle Riders 
  385.050: Riding To Right-Required For Bicycles and Motorized Bicycles-Mandatory 
    Use of Bicycle Path By Bicycles 
  385.060: Penalty For Violation 
  385.070: Motorized Bicycles-License Required 
  385.080: Equipment Required 
 

CHAPTER 390:  LICENSING REQUIRED 
 

  Article I. Operator’s Licenses 
 
Section 390.010: Driving While License Suspended or Revoked 
  390.020: Operation of Motor Vehicle Without Proper License Prohibited-  
    Motorcycles-Special License 
  390.030: Prohibited Uses of License 
  390.040: Exemptions From License Law 
 
  Article II. Vehicle Licensing 
 
Section 390.050: State Vehicle License Plates Required 
  390.055: Registration Of Motor Vehicles Operated For Fist Time In State 
  390.060: Method of Displaying License Plates 
  390.070: Unauthorized Plates, Tags, Stickers, Signs 
  390.080: License Plates on Vehicles Displayed For Sale 
  390.090: Certificate of Ownership Required For Registered Vehicle 
  390.100: Transfer of Certificate of Ownership Upon Sale of Vehicle 
  390.110: Removal of Plates On Transfer of Vehicle-Use By Purchaser 
  390.120: Sale By Dealer 
  390.130: False Information By Dealer 
 
  Article III. Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Section 390.140: Financial Responsibility Required 
  390.150: Display of False Evidence Of Insurance, Penalty, Confiscation Of False  
    Evidence 
  390.160: Alteration, Production or Sale of Invalid Insurance Card 
 

TRAFFIC SCHEDULES 
 
Schedule I. Speed Limits 
Schedule II. Stop Signs 
Schedule III. Parking Restrictions 
Schedule IV. Throughways 
Schedule V. One-Way Streets 
Schedule VI. No Passing Zones 
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TITLE IV.  LAND USE 
 

CHAPTER 400:  PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 
Section 400.010: Composition-Terms-Vacancy-Removal 
  400.020: Compensation 
  400.030: Officers 
  400.040: Meetings-Rules-Records 
  400.050: Expenditures 
  400.060: Duty of Public Officials To Furnish 
  400.070: General Powers 
 

CHAPTER 405:  ZONING REGULATIONS 
 
  Article I. In General 
 
Section 405.010: Title 
  405.020: Intent 
  405.030: Interpretation 
  405.040: Jurisdictional Area 
  405.050: Definitions 
 
  Article II. Designation of Districts and District Provisions 
 
Section 405.060: Establishment of Districts 
  405.070: Zoning Map Adopted 
  405.080: Rules Where Uncertainty May Arise 
  405.090: Exemptions 
  405.100: Application of Regulations 
  405.110: Annexed Land 
  405.120: “A-R” Agricultural-Residential District 
  405.130: “R-1” Single-Family Residential District 
  405.140: “R-2” Two-Family Residential District 
  405.150: “R-3”  Multi-Family Dwelling District 
  405.160: “MP” Manufactured Home Park Residential District 
  405.170: “B-1” Mixed Use District 
  405.180: “B-2” Central Business District 
  405.190: “B-3”  General Commercial District 
  405.200: “M-1”  Light Industrial District 
  405.210: “M-2”  Heavy Industrial District 
  405.220: “PD”  Planned Development District 
 
  Article III. Supplementary District Regulations 
 
Section  405.230: Height Regulations 
  405.240: Yard Regulations 
  405.250: Number of Structures and Uses On a Zoning Lot 
  405.260: Sight Triangle 
  405.270: Access To Business And Industrial Districts 
  405.280: Determination of Structure Setback Line 
  405.290: Fences 
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  Article IV. Off-Street parking and Loading Regulations 
 
Section 405.300: Intent and Purpose 
  405.310: Applicability 
  405.320: Off-Street Parking General Provisions 
  405.330: Off-Street Parking Layout and Design Requirements 
  405.340: Off-Street parking Required Spaces 
  405.350: Conditional Uses 
  405.360: Loading and Unloading Regulations 
 
  Article V. Landscaping, Screening and Buffering Regulations 
 
Section 405.370: Intent and Purpose 
  405.380: Applicability 
  405.390: Exemptions 
  405.400: Transition Buffer General Provisions 
  405.410: Transition Buffer Specifications 
  405.420: Transition Buffer Requirements 
  405.430: Dumpster Screening 
 
  Article VI. Use Regulations 
 
Section 405.440: Use Table 
  405.450: Use Standards 
 
  Article VII. Non-Conforming Uses 
 
Section 405.460: General 
  405.470: Non-Conforming Lots of Record 
  405.480: Non-Conforming Structures 
  405.490: Non-Conforming Uses 
  405.500: Status of Conditional Uses 
 
  Article VIII. Sign Regulations 
 
Section 405.510: Intent and Purpose 
  405.520: Applicability 
  405.530: Non-Conforming Signs 
  405.540: Removal of Non-Conforming Signs 
  405.550: Permit Required 
  405.560: Review and Action 
  405.570: Classification of Signs 
  405.580: General Provisions 
  405.590: Exemptions 
  405.600: Prohibited Signs 
  405.610: Temporary Portable Display Signs With or Without Wheels Attached 
  405.620: Temporary Signs 
  405.630: Maintenance 
  405.640: Shopping Centers, Planned Districts and Office Parks 
  405.650: District Regulations 
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Section 405.660: Sign Standards 
 
  Article IX. Conditional Use Permits 
 
Section 405.670: General Considerations 
  405.680: Procedures 
  405.690: Standards For Issuance of Conditional Use Permits 
  405.700: Additional Conditions For Conditional Use Permits 
  405.705: Time Limit 
 
  Article X. Site Plan Review 
 
Section 405.710: Intent 
  405.715: Applicability 
  405.720: Site Plan Review 
  405.725: Authority 
  405.730: Submission Requirements 
  405.735: Standards of Review 
  405.740: Development Guidelines, Downtown “B-2” District and Comprehensive  
    Plan Downtown Overlay District 
 
  Article XI. Board of Adjustment 
 
Section 405.745: Formation 
  405.750: Powers and Jurisdiction 
  405.755: Applications 
  405.760: Performance 
  405.765: Who May Appeal The Board Decision 
 
  Article XII. Amendments 
 
Section 405.770: Amendments To Change Zoning Regulations Or District Boundaries 
  405.775: Public Hearing 
  405.780: Public Notice 
  405.785: Adoption 
  405.790: Applications 
  405.795: Filing Deposit And Fee 
  405.800: Comprehensive Plan 
  405.805: Matters To Be Considered For Zoning District Amendments 
  405.810: Amendments To Text 
  405.815: Protest 
 
  Article XIII. Administration 
 
Section 405.820: Legislative and Quasi-Judicial Regulation of Land Use 
  405.825: Office of The Zoning Administrator 
  405.830: Building Permits 
 
  Article XIV. Violations and Penalties 
 
Section 405.835: Violations and Penalty 
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  Article XV. Validity 
 
Section 405.840: Separability 
 

CHAPTER 410:  SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 
 
  Article I.  General Provisions 
 
Section 410.010: Title 
  410.020: Jurisdiction 
  410.030: Authority 
  410.040: Enactment 
  410.050: Reservations and Repeals 
  410.060: Purpose and Intent 
  410.070: Applicability 
  410.080: Exemptions 
  410.090: Interpretation And Conflict 
  410.100: Approvals Necessary For Acceptance of Subdivision Plats 
  410.110: Plat Preparation 
`  410.120: Definitions 
 
  Article II. Procedures, Specifications and Approval Process 
 
Section 410.130: General Procedure 
  410.140: Sketch Plat 
  410.150: Preliminary Plat 
  410.160: Final Plat 
  410.170: Drainage Study 
  410.180: Construction Documents 
  410.190: Resubdivision of Land 
 
  Article III. Lot Splits 
 
Section  410.200: General 
 
  Article IV. Improvements, Dedications and Design 
 
Section 410.210: General Improvements 
  410.220: Adequate Public Facilities 
  410.230: Lots 
  410.240: Blocks 
  410.250: Streets 
  410.260: Storm Sewer 
  410.270: Sanitary Sewers 
  410.280: Water Supply 
  410.290: Utilities 
  410.295: Fee For Residential Underground Electrical Services and Procedure 
  410.300: Sidewalks 
  410.310: Reserved 
 



 xxv 

Table of Contents 
 

  Article V. Improvement Procedures 
 
Section  410.320: Improvement Completion And Improvement Agreement 
  410.330: Deferral of Required Improvements 
  410.340: Inspection and Acceptance of Improvements 
  410.350: Maintenance of Improvements 
  410.360: Issuance of Building Permits and Certificates of Occupancy 
  410.370: Temporary Occupancy-Escrow Deposits for Improvements 
 
  Article VI. Administration and Penalty 
 
Section 410.380: Variances, Exceptions and Waiver of Conditions 
  410.390: Amendments 
  410.400: Duties of The Zoning Administrator 
  410.410: Duties of the City Engineer 
  410.420: Duties of the Planning And Zoning Commission 
  410.430: Duties of the Governing Body 
  410.440: Severability and Savings Clause 
  410.450: Enforcement, Violations and Penalties 
 

CHAPTER 415:  FLOOD HAZARD PREVENTION 
 

  Article I. Statutory Authorization, Findings of Fact and Purposes 
 
Section 415.010: Statutory Authorization 
  415.020: Findings of Facts 
  415.030: Statement of Purpose 
  415.040: Definitions 
 
  Article II. General Provisions 
 
Section 415.050: Lands To Which Chapter Applies 
  415.060: The Enforcement Officer 
  415.070: Rules For Interpretation of District Boundaries 
  415.080: Compliance 
  415.090: Abrogation And Greater Restrictions 
  415.100: Interpretation 
  415.110: Warning and Disclaimer of Liability 
  415.120: Severability 
  415.130: Appeal 
 
  Article III. Administration 
 
Section 415.140: Development Permit Required 
  415.150: Administration 
  415.160: Application For Permit 
  415.170: Establishment of Zoning Districts 
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  Article IV. Provisions For Flood Hazard Reduction 
 
Section  415.180: Standards For the Floodway Overlay District And The Floodway Fringe  
    Overlay District 
  415.190: Floodway Fringe Overlay District (Including AO and AH Zones) 
  415.200: Floodway Overlay District 
 
  Article V. Variances 
 
Section 415.210: Variance Procedures 
 
  Article VI. Non-Conforming Uses 
 
Section  415.220: Non-Conforming Use 
 
  Article VII. Amendments 
 
Section  415.230: Amendments 
 
  Article VIII. Violations 
 
Section  415.240: Penalties For Violation 
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CHAPTER 420:  PROCEDURES 
 

  Article I. The Role Of Each Participant 
 
Section 420.010: Introduction 
  420.020: Mount Vernon Planning And Zoning Commission 
 
  Article II. The Basis of Decision-Making 
 
Section  420.030: Generally 
  420.040: Zoning Issues 
  420.050: Appeals and Variances 
  420.060: Subdivision Plats 
  420.070: Site Plan Approval 
 
  Article III. Planning And Zoning Commission Bylaws 
 
Section 420.080: Areas of Responsibility 
  420.090: Composition 
  420.100: Duties of Officers 
  420.110: Duties of The Zoning Administrator Or Designate 
  420.120: Meetings 
  420.130: Conduct of Meetings 
  420.140: Agenda Subjects 
  420.150: Hearings 
  420.160: Recommendations 
  420.170: Committees 
  420.180: Expenses 
  420.190: Records and Reports 
  420.200: Amendments 
  420.210: Ethical Principles 
 
  Article IV. Board of Zoning Adjustment Bylaws 
 
Section 420.220: Area Of Responsibility 
  420.230: Composition 
  420.240: Duties of Officers 
  420.250: Meetings 
  420.260: Agenda Subjects 
  420.270: Ethical Principles 
 
  Article V. Code of Conduct 
 
Section 420.280: Generally 
  420.290: Conflicts of Interest 
  420.300: Acknowledgement of Outside Information 
  420.310: Informed Participation 
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  Article VI. Ethical Principles-Planning Commission and Staff 
 
Section  420.320: Generally 
 
  Article VII. Procedural Summary 
 
Section  420.330: Generally 
 
  Article VIII. Zoning and Subdivision Text Amendment Procedure 
 
Section 420.340: Generally 
 
  Article IX. Zoning District Amendment (Rezoning) Procedure 
 
Section 420.350: Generally 
 
  Article X. Planned Development Procedure 
 
Section 420.360: Generally 
 
  Article XI. Special uses 
 
Section 420.370: Generally 
 
  Article XII.  Site Plan Review 
 
Section 420.380: Generally 
 
  Article XIII. Home Occupation Permit Procedure 
 
Section  420.390: Generally 
 
  Article XIV Variance Procedure 
 
Section 420.400: Generally 
 
  Article XV. Appeal of Administrative Decision 
 
Section 420.410: Appeal Procedure 
 
  Article XVI. Lot Split 
 
Section 420.420: Generally 
 
  Article XVII. Plat Approval 
 
Section 420.430: Plat Approval Process 
  420.440: Preliminary Plat Process 
  420.450: Engineering Plan Review Process 
  420.460: Final Plat Process 
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  Article XVIII. Protest Petitions 
 
Section 420.470: Generally 
 
  Article XIX. Zoning Violations 
 
Section  420.480: Generally 
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TITLE V.  BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
 

CHAPTER 500:  BUILDING CODES AND REGULATIONS 
 
  Article I. Adoption of Building Codes 
 
Section 500.010: International Building Code 
  500.020: International Residential Code For One- and Two-Family Dwellings 
  500.030: National Electrical Code 
  500.040: International Mechanical Code 
  500.050: International Plumbing Code 
  500.060: International Fuel Code 
  500.070: International Property maintenance Code 
 
  Article II. Miscellaneous Building Regulations 
 
Section 500.080: Moving of Buildings 
  500.090: Construction, Installation or Replacement of Mailboxes or Newspaper  
    Delivery Boxes 
 

CHAPTER 505:  DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 
 
Section 505.010: Purpose and Scope 
  505.020: Dangerous Building Defined 
  505.030: Dangerous Buildings Declared Nuisance 
  505.040: Standards For Repair, Vacation or Demolition 
  505.050: Building Inspector 
  505.060: Duties of Building Inspector-Procedure and Notice 
  505.070: Building Commissioner 
  505.080: Duties of the Building Commissioner 
  505.090: Appeal 
  505.100: Emergencies 
  505.110: Violations-Disregarding Notices Or Orders 
  505.120: Penalties 
 

CHAPTER 510:  STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES 
 
  Article I. Sidewalks, Curbs and Gutters 
 
Section 510.010: Construction, Reconstruction or Repair To Conform With Article Provisions 
  510.020: Uniform Width of Sidewalks Designated On Certain Streets. 
  510.030: Concrete Construction 
  510.040: Construction Requirements 
  510.050: Petition 
  510.060: Approval of Construction-Duty of City Clerk and Mayor 
  510.070: Notices 
  510.080: Failure To Construct Within Specified Time Limit 
  510.090: Bids For Construction 
  510.100: Construction Under Supervision of Street Commissioner 



 xxxii 

Mount Vernon City Code 
 
Section 510.110: Special Assessment For Costs 
  510.120: Repairs of Sidewalks, Curbs Or Gutters Also Governed By Provisions 
  510.130: Unlawful To Break Or Destroy Construction 
  510.140: When Construction, Reconstruction Or Repair is Done By City  
  510.150: Repairs Done By City  
 
  Article II. Permits 
 
Section 510.160: Permit Required Prior To Construction or Excavation Work 
  510.170: Deposit Required 
  510.180: Specifications For Asphalt and Paving 
  510.190: Restoration After Excavation 
  510.200: Street Or Alley Not Properly Restored 
  510.210: Excavations-barriers, Warning Lights To Be Used 
  510.220: Excavations-Failure To Comply With Provisions 
 
  Article III. New Street Construction 
 
Section 510.230: New Street Construction Width 
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TITLE VI.  BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION 
 

CHAPTER 600:  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
 

Section 600.010: Definitions 
  600.015: Sale By the Drink Defined 
  600.020: License Required-Classes of Licenses 
  600.030: License Regulations 
  600.040: Schedule of License Fees 
  600.050: Application For License and Renewal  
  600.060: Licenses Issued Only In Business District 
  600.070: Reserved 
  600.050: Application For License and Renewal 
  600.060: Licenses Issued Only In Business District 
  600.070: Reserved 
  600.080: Certain Locations-Licenses Not Granted 
  600.090: Registration of Kegs 
  600.100: Reserved 
  600.110: Minors 
  600.120: Miscellaneous Offenses 
  600.130: Administration of Law-License Suspension 
  600.140: Hearings Upon Suspension Or Revocation Of Licenses 
  600.150: Warning Sign Displayed-Liquor Licenses 
  600.160: Penalties 
 

CHAPTER 605:  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS REGULATIONS 
 

  Article I. Peddlers and Solicitors 
 
Section 605.010: Definitions 
  605.020: Exception 
  605.030: Identification Card Required for Peddlers and Solicitors, Available For  
    Canvassers 
  605.040: License Fee 
  605.050: Application for Identification Card 
  605.060: Contents of Application 
  605.070: Issuance of Identification Card 
  605.080: Investigation 
  605.090: Identification Cards of Other City 
  605.100: Denial-Administrative Revocation 
  605.110: Hearing on Appeal 
  605.120: Display of Identification Card 
  605.130: Validity of Identification Card 
  605.140: Revocation of Card 
  605.150: No Visit List 
  605.160: Distribution of handbills and Commercial Flyers 
  605.170: General Prohibitions 
  605.180: Violation To Be Prosecuted As Trespass 
 
  Article II. Vehicles For Hire 
 
Section 605.190: Business Operating Vehicles For Hire To Comply With Regulations 
  605.200: Proof of Financial Responsibility 
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  605.210: Annual License Fee 
  605.220: Display of Charges 
  605.230: Taxicab Service Providing Affordable Use To Elderly Or Handicapped  
    Citizens 
 
  Article III. Sidewalk Sales 
 
Section 605.240: Sidewalk Sales 
 

CHAPTER 610:  GROSS RECEIPTS TAX 
 
Section 610.010: Maintenance of Gross Receipts Tax Imposed Upon Power and Light  
    Company 
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TITLE VII.  PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

CHAPTER 700: WATER REGULATIONS 
 
  Article I. Combined Waterworks and Sewerage System 
 
Section 700.010: Combined Waterworks and Sewerage System-Established 
 
  Article II. Cross-Connection Control 
 
Section 700.020: Cross-Connection Control-General Policy 
  700.030: Definitions 
  700.040: Cross-Connections Prohibited 
  700.050: Survey and Investigations 
  700.060: Type of Protection Required 
  700.070: Where Protection Is Required 
  700.080: Backflow Prevention Devices 
  700.090: Installation 
  700.100: Inspection and Maintenance 
  700.110: Violations 
 
  Article III. Lead-Free materials For Use in Water Systems 
 
Section 700.120: Lead-Free Materials For Use In Water Systems 
 
  Article IV. Water Rates 
 
Section  700.130: Water Rates 
 
  Article V. Water Tap Charges 
 
Section 700.140: Water Tap Charges For Connecting To City Water Supply 
 

CHAPTER 705:  ELECTRICITY 
 
  Article I. Regulating Electrical Service 
 
Section 705.010: Electric Service 
 
  Article II. Electrical And Water Service Deposits 
 
Section 705.020: Deposits For Electrical And Water Service 
  705.030: Collection of Accounts, Penalty For Later Payment, Termination Of Service 
    For Non-Payment And Assessing A Service Charge For Reconnection And 
    Resumption of Service 
 
  Article III. Electrical Energy Rates 
 
Section  705.040: Electrical Energy Rates 
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  Article IV. Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Section  705.050: Comply With Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Regulations 
 

CHAPTER 710:  SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
 
  Article I. Use of Public And Private Sewers And Drains 
 
Section 710.010: Definitions 
  710.020: Use of Public Sewer Required 
  710.030: Private Sewage Disposal 
  710.040: Building Sewers And Connections 
  710.050: Use of The Public Sewers 
  710.060: Pretreatment 
  710.070: Protection From Damage 
  710.080: Powers And Authority Of Inspectors 
  710.090: Penalties 
  710.100: Applicability 
 
  Article II. Cost For Connections To And Use Of Public Sewer System 
 
Section 710.110: Cost For Connection To And Use Of Public Sewer System 
 
  Article III. Sewer Rates 
 
Section 710.120: Sewer Rates 
 

CHAPTER 715:  SEWER SERVICE CHARGE 
 

Section 715.010: Purpose 
  715.020: Definitions 
  715.030: User Charge Accounts 
  715.040: Actual Use Rate Structure 
  715.050: Billing 
  715.060: City To Review User Charge System 
 

CHAPTER 720:  WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT SYSTEM 
 
  Article I. General Provisions 
 
Section 720.010: Definitions 
  720.020: Purpose and Policy 
  720.030: Abbreviations 
 
  Article II. Regulations 
 
Section  720.040: General Discharge Prohibition 
  720.050: National Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
  720.060: Modification Of Federal Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
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Section 720.070: State Requirements 
  720.080: Local Discharge Standards 
  720.090: City’s Right of Revision 
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